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	This week in Montpelier.... 
 
The House has introduced 787 bills, and the Senate 298.
This week there was a steady flurry of activity on the Senate and House floors, as each chamber worked to pass bills onto its counterpart.  Leadership continues to aim for an adjournment at the end of April.  Each House Committee tasked with starting the large "must-pass" bills such as, the budget, the transportation bill, and the miscellaneous tax bill, have worked to make this a reality.  The budget is expected on the House floor for debate late next week, and then it will be off to the Senate, where they will put their touches on it, before it will likely end up in a conference committee. 
Growth Center Changes
On Friday, the Senate passed S.64 with no changes from what Senate Natural Resources recommended.  Senators, Hinda Miller (D-Chittenden) and Diane Snelling (R-Chittenden) introduced an amendment that would create an Enterprise Zone Study Committee.  This study committee will meet over the summer and evaluate the inclusion of industrial and business parks in enterprise zones that receive financial and permit review incentives that are the same as or similar to those provide to designated growth centers.  This addition was passed without debate on the floor, and moves to the House for its consideration.

Licensing Electrician's - H.132
This bill passed the House chamber and now goes to the Senate.  
Paint Stewardship Program - S.224 
This bill was sent to Senate Finance, because of the fees associated with the program.  Bills that contain fees must go through the Finance committee for its review and approval.  The Committee voted in support of the bill Friday afternoon.  The Agency of Natural Resources also supports this bill.  The bill will return to the Senate floor for a vote by the entire chamber next week.
Rental Housing - H.776
On Thursday, a bill that is designed to provide safer rental housing initiated a more than three-hour debate on the House floor.  Representatives were concerned about the added responsibilities that would be placed on town listers.  The bill would require town listers to include in their reports whether a building contains rental housing and allows town health officials jurisdiction to inspect for housing code violations.  On Friday the bill was sent to House Ways & Means for its consideration.
Workers Misclassification 
The Senate version of the bill, S.266, has been sent to Senate Finance for its review of the fines and penalties.  It is expected to be voted out of committee and would return to the Senate floor for final vote.  
 
It is expected that that this topic will go to a Conference Committee between the two bodies where representatives from the Senate and House will negotiate a compromise between the two pieces of legislation.
For more information regarding the HBRA's policy positions or any of the bills mentioned above, please contact Amanda Ibey at aibey@vtbuilders.com or at (802) 876-6200 ext. 12.
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