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	This week in Montpelier.... 
 
The House has introduced 791 bills, and the Senate 298.
The focus this week for many Legislators remained on the Challenges for Change progress report, as Committees sifted through the details of how the state would revamp the delivery of its services to achieve the already passed $38 million in savings.  As the week wore on, it became increasingly clear that a number of Legislators were uncomfortable with the proposals as various interest groups spoke out strongly against many of the changes.

Challenges for Change - Regulatory Changes / ANR & Permitting 
On Friday morning the House Fish, Wildlife & Wetlands Committee significantly altered a number of provisions in the original proposal from the Agency of Natural Resources. The Committee has agreed to limit the number of permits that can be issued by rule to two: underground injection control and public water supply construction permits. Originally ANR did not specify how many permits would be issued via a rule making process, but rather asked for the authority to further review all programs to determine where such a process could be established.

The Committee also agreed, that once the Agency has concluded its rule making process to establish what categories of projects will be allowed a permit by rule application, acceptance of technical certifications of permit compliance will be possible. 
 
The section regarding cost reimbursement for permit applications was also clarified and a process established for notification. ANR requested the authority to bill back to the applicant for projects that require expertise and services beyond the capabilities of the staff at ANR. An example ANR representatives cited was the recent discovery of the tritium leak at Vermont Yankee. 
 
The Agency also wanted the option of reimbursement for time ANR personnel provides on research, scientific, or engineering services, or the cost of expert witnesses when they are required for the processing of the permit application. 

Prior to any outside contracting services, ANR is required to notify the applicant, who can then request a meeting to identify and review the proposed agency services or contracting services that may be assessed to the applicant.

Workers Misclassification - H.647
Senate Economic Development took the House passed version of workers misclassification and inserted the language it agreed on earlier this year (from bill S.88). The Senate is expected to vote on H.647 next week.
For more information regarding the HBRA's policy positions or any of the bills mentioned above, please contact Amanda Ibey at aibey@vtbuilders.com or at (802) 876-6200 ext. 12.
 


	

	


	Forward email


This email was sent to aibey@vtbuilders.com by aibey@vtbuilders.com.

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by



HBRA | 136 James Brown Drive | Williston | VT | 05495


[image: image3.png]



