	  

 HBRA Weekly Legislative Report

April 16, 2010 - Week 14


	
	This week in Montpelier.... 
 
The House has introduced 792 bills, and the Senate 298.
Legislators began their march toward adjournment as the House of Representatives finished its work on the Challenges for Change bill on Friday and Senate Appropriations continued its work on the budget.  Senate Appropriations indicated that it expects to complete its version of the 2011 budget by mid-week.  Legislative leaders continue to aim for adjournment by April 30, and by next week it will become clearer whether that date is achievable.

Growth Centers - S.64 
House Natural Resources began its review of this bill, which clarifies what a growth center constitutes and streamlines the application review process.  A number of Committee members expressed concerns about the Enterprise Zone Study Committee due to the amount of work that various agencies and planning commissions would be required to undertake.  The Committee will continue its work on this bill next week.

Lake Champlain Clean Up (H.509) & River Corridor Management (H.763)
Senate Natural Resources continued its work on H.509 and H.763. The Committee has expressed interest in merging the two bills into one to create a large water bill, since combined the bills address seven of the ten steps the Agency of Natural Resources has determined are necessary to help reduce the phosphorus load in Lake Champlain. The HBRA testified in support of the House passed versions of those bills.
Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund 
On Thursday, Senator Vince Illuzzi, Chairman of the Senate Economic Development committee, as well as a number of business associations including the HBRA, held a press conference on the unemployment insurance trust fund, which is now bankrupt.   Earlier this session Senator Illuzzi's committee passed S.290, which seeks to address the insolvency of the trust fund through a balanced approach that includes employers, employees and the unemployed.  Also this week, the Governor, Senate President Pro Temp and the Speaker met to discuss this issue. 
For more information regarding the HBRA's policy positions or any of the bills mentioned above, please contact Amanda Ibey at aibey@vtbuilders.com or at (802) 876-6200 ext. 12.
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