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	This week in Montpelier.... 
 
The House has introduced 754 bills, and the Senate 286.
On Friday, businesses from around the state gathered in Montpelier for Employer Day, a joint legislative day hosted by a number of business associations, including the HBRA.  Businesses heard from Speaker Smith, Senator John Campbell (filling in for Senate President Peter Shumlin), Lt. Governor Brian Dubie and Governor James Douglas about this legislative session and the challenges facing Vermont.  Attendees had the opportunity to ask each speaker questions, which hit upon a number of topics including:  taxes, economic development, Vermont Yankee, and education spending.
 

Licensing Electricians - H.132
House General, Housing and Military Affairs continued to work on this bill.  The Committee still is considering whether solar photovoltaic installers should be required to have an electrical license.  The solar industry has lobbied for an exemption, however this week a number of licensed electricians testified against such a provision.
Riparian Buffers 
House Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources continued their discussion on this topic.  The bill that they looked at last week was drastically different than H.132.  As of Friday, no vote had been taken on the new version that would require the Agency of Natural Resources to provide maps to municipalities, and would encourage municipalities to adopt buffer zones through the use of incentives and grants administered through the Agency.
Stormwater Management Program  
On Thursday, Senate Natural Resources & Energy and House Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources received a status report from the Agency of Natural Resources on the implementation of its stormwater management program.  Peter LaFlame and Mary Borg from the Stormwater Management Program gave the overview and explained their recent focus on the 12 urban areas that contain impaired watersheds (nine of those are in Chittenden County). 
 
Mr. LaFlame and Ms. Borg explained the preferred method that the Agency has chosen to achieve the stormwater goals for the state.  The Agency believes that municipalities hold the most promise as they can take a holistic view of the entire watershed, and can maintain a steady funding source to pay for the costly programs.  Mr. LaFlame talked about the creation of a stormwater management utility as one viable way to ensure adequate funding.  The Agency has created a MS-4 permit, which is currently out for public comment.
 
House Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources is expected to begin work on H.509, as a follow-up to this presentation.
 

Workers Misclassification 

Senate Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs briefly discussed workers misclassification.  There have been a number of bills introduced in the Senate that deal with this topic.  The Committee is looking to combine all the bills into one, which could be a stand alone Committee bill, or could be rolled into the larger Jobs Bill, that they are currently at work on.
Bills of Interest 

H.683 - Introduced by Representatives Marcotte of Coventry, Bissonnette of Winooski, Botzow of Pownal, Clerkin of Hartford, Dickinson of St. Albans Town, Kitzmiller of Montpelier, Lorber of Burlington, Shand of Weathersfield, Smith of Mendon, Turner of Milton and Wilson of Manchester - An act related to unemployment insurance contributions.
 
H.684 - Introduced by Representative Marcotte of Coventry - An act relating to unemployment insurance.
 
H.686 - Introduced by Representatives Zuckerman of Burlington, Burke of Brattleboro, Davis of Washington, Donovan of Burlington, Edwards of Brattleboro, Johnson of South Hero, Larson of Burlington, Milkey of Brattleboro, Moran of Wardsboro, Ram of Burlington, Stevens of Waterbury and Wizowaty of Burlington - An act relating to unfair housing practices.
 
H. 715 - Introduced by Representatives Masland of Thetford and Cheney of Norwich - An act relating to transferring the division for historic preservation.
 

H.717 - Introduced by Representative Baker of West Rutland - An act relating to regulating and licensing home builders. 

 

H.731 - Introduced by Representatives Turner of Milton, Condon of Colchester and Dickinson of St. Albans Town - An act related to land use and environmental permit process.
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