	  

 HBRA Weekly Legislative Report

February 12, 2010 - Week 6


	
	This week in Montpelier.... 
 
The House has introduced 764 bills, and the Senate 287.
Act 250 Changes - S.99 
Senate Natural Resources and Energy again considered S.99, and took testimony from a number of witnesses on its latest version.  Testimony from various parties, including a land-use attorney from Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC, the Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce and the Vermont Realtors Association largely spoke out against the newest version.  The HBRA has maintained its opposition to this bill and its approach to further Smart Growth principles.  No further action has been taken on this bill.
Environmental Court Restructuring
This session the House Committee on Judiciary has worked on a proposal that would consolidate the court system, largely placing a number of courts under the Superior and combining administrative duties.  Under the proposal the Environmental Court would be kept separate, however the Committee took testimony on Wednesday on whether they should consider including it in the larger consolidation.
 
Jon Anderson, a member of the HBRA and an environmental attorney, testified against such a unification, as did Judge Thomas Durkin (one of two, Environmental Court judges), representatives from the Vermont Natural Resources Council and the Agency of Commerce.
 

Unemployment Trust Fund
Senate Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs briefly worked on this topic.  Late in the week a proposal was floated that would include a tax on employees, and would only increase the taxable wage base that employers pay on by $1,000 each year.  The Administration has proposed increasing the taxable wage base by $2,000.  The Committee came to no resolution on this issue, and is expected to continue its work next week.
Bills of Interest 

H.763 - Introduced by Committee on Fish, Wildlife, and Water Resources - An act relating to the establishment of an agency of natural resources' river corridor management program.
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