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	This week in Montpelier.... 
 
The House has introduced 767 bills, and the Senate 289.
Establishing an Agency of Natural Resources' River Corridor Management Program - H.763
On Friday the House easily passed H.763, which is the revised riparian buffer bill.  This bill is intended to encourage more municipalities to work with the Agency of Natural Resources to establish a River Corridor Management Program.  This bill requires the Agency to consider possible incentives that can be used to further entice municipalities to adopt a river management program.  The Agency already works with municipalities on a voluntary basis, and this bill simply places that program in statute. 

Growth Center Changes
Senate Natural Resources and Energy took initial comments from Agency of Commerce Secretary Kevin Dorn and Paul Bruhn from the Vermont Preservation Trust Foundation regarding clarifying language changes that will be proposed for Growth Centers next week.  These changes are a result of numerous discussions between Sec. Dorn, the Vermont Natural Resources Council, Smart Growth Vermont and the Preservation Trust Foundation.  The Committee will review the bill and take testimony next week.
 

Paid Sick Leave - H.382 
House General, Housing and Military Affairs took testimony on a bill that would mandate employers provide 56 hours of paid sick leave to each employee.  The Committee will continue to discuss this issue next week.   A number of doctors testified in support of this bill, citing the public health risk and wellness of a child if people have to choose between getting paid or staying home when ill.
 
A few businesses also testified, but in opposition of this mandate, explaining that the added cost of having to provide 56 hours of paid sick leave could put them out of business.
 
If you would like to share your experiences, current sick policy for employees and thoughts regarding this bill please email aibey@vtbuilders.com   
 
Also, if you would like to add your name to the list of businesses opposing such a mandate, please contact aibey@vtbuilders.com 
 

Transfer of Development Rights - H. 652 



	


