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  O'Brien Brothers Agency
This week in Montpelier...
 
485 bills in the House and 275 bills in the Senate have been introduced.  

The return of the Legislature to Montpelier is like the first day of school.  Everyone is excited to see people they said goodbye to in May and share stories of vacations, holidays, and families.  The excitement and joy at reuniting with colleagues was certainly there this week, yet the looming $150 million budget deficit for fiscal year 2011 seemed to weigh heavily on those elected to serve the people of Vermont. 

 
As quickly as people said hello, lawmakers announced plans to begin battling the large deficit.  On Tuesday, the first day of the session, Governor Jim Douglas stood shoulder to shoulder with Lt. Governor Brian Dubie, Senate President Peter Shumlin and Speaker of the House Shap Smith as they explained a plan to save $38 million through efficiencies in state government.
 
Then on Wednesday, House and Senate leaders announced that legislators would take a five percent pay cut, similar to what Douglas administration officials took last year.
 
As the reality of the fiscal situation in Vermont continued to take shape, the first week back also saw Governor Douglas deliver his final state of the state address.
 
A common theme throughout the Governor's speech was economic development and prosperity for Vermonters.  As the Governor noted, "While our budget deficits are daunting, we must always keep in mind that they are a symptom - not a cause - of the everyday challenges of the people of our state." 
 
He went on to say, "A Vermonter who is employed doesn't need an unemployment check; a Vermonter earning a good wage doesn't need state assistance to help pay the bills; and a young Vermonter with a stable job can put down roots and strengthen a community.  That's why I call on lawmakers to join me in putting economic success of Vermonters first."
 
The Governor highlighted a number of proposals that he would like to see the Legislature work on this session including:  rolling back the capital gains and estate tax changes made last year; addressing the unemployment insurance trust fund issue expediently; utilizing one-time stimulus money for economic development opportunities such as job training, marketing for tourism, and loans that the Vermont Economic Development Authority can use; investments in technology to bring broadband to all Vermonters; re-licensing the Vermont Yankee nuclear power station; and education reform. 
Licensing Electricians 
House General, Housing and Military Affairs took testimony this week on a bill that would require a licensed electrician to conduct any electrical work done in a single or two-family home.  
 
On Thursday, Amanda Ibey, Government Affairs Director for the Home Builders and Remodelers Association of Vermont testified in support of such a proposal and also discussed the strong support for a licensing program for builders.  Ms. Ibey noted that an exemption should be made for homeowners who wish to do work within their own homes, as enforcement of such a law would be difficult.
 
House General plans to continue to take testimony next week.
50 Ft. Riparian Buffer Zones  - H.323
House Fish, Wildlife & Wetlands took testimony throughout the week on H.323 a bill that proposes to require the establishment of a 50 -foot buffer zones adjacent to the navigable waters of the state. 
 
Groups such as the Vermont Natural Resources Council and the Vermont Planners Association testified in favor of this bill, while the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, and the Mayor of Rutland City expressed concerns over the impact on property owners and downtowns this bill will have.
 
Testimony is expected to continue next week on this bill.
Bills of Interest
 

S.204 - Introduced by Senators Miller, Carris and Ashe - This bill proposes to amend certain tax increment financing provisions.
 
S.214 - Introduced by Senator Lyons - This bill proposes to consolidate land use and environmental permit administration, rulemaking, and appeals into a department of environmental quality headed by an environmental council.
 
S.233 - Introduced by Senator Lyons - This bill proposes to provide a municipality that has adopted a transfer of development rights program with the presumption that development or subdivision of land on an area receiving transfer development rights satisfies the off-site mitigation requirements for primary agricultural soils.
 
S.238 - Introduced by Senator Lyons - This bill proposes to replace the council of regional commissions with an office of planning coordination that would coordinate planning efforts among the various levels of government and perform other duties.  This bill also proposed to rename the development cabinet as the planning cabinet, revive planning to state budgeting, revive review of regional plans for conformance with state land use planning goals, and have the environmental court hear appeals on the sufficiency of regional plans and amendments.
 
S.257 - Introduced by Senators MacDonald and Racine - This bill proposes to enact the recommendations of the workers' compensation employee classification, coding, and fraud enforcement task force.
 
S.266 - Introduced by Senators Illuzzi, Campbell, Carris and Shumlin - This bill proposes to provide for employer penalty for late payment of benefits; permit an injured employer to video insurance medial examinations; and change the burden of proof regarding termination of temporary total disability benefits.
Save the Date - February 5
Employer Day at the State House
 
The HBRA has partnered with other business organizations to host an Employer Day at the State House.
 
Come join fellow businesses for a day under the golden dome as we bring attention to the issues facing business owners in Vermont today.
 
More details to come - if you plan on attending please RSVP to Amanda at aibey@vtbuilders.com.  
 

Sponsor one edition of the HBRA weekly legislative report for only $50!
 
During the legislative session the HBRA sends a weekly report to members every Friday that details signficant legislation, which impacts housing and also provides a synopsis of major developments.
 
As a sponsor you will receive: 
· Your company name & logo and a link to your website on the report that is distributed to 500+ companies. 
·  Your company name and a link to your website on the HBRA government affairs website page.
You can sponsor as many weeks as you would like - each week costs $50.  The session typically lasts around 16 weeks.
 
Contact Amanda Ibey at aibey@vtbuilders.com or at 876-6200 ext. 12 to become a sponsor. 

Want more information?  Contact Amanda Ibey at aibey@vtbuilders.com or at 876-6200 ext. 12 or visit our website www.vtbuilders.com 



