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 O'Brien Brothers Agency
This week in Montpelier.... 

 

The House has introduced 674 bills, and the Senate 280.
Act 250 Changes - S.99
Senate Natural Resources & Energy discussed an amended version of S. 99 on Thursday.  The revision was an attempt to address concerns from the HBRA, Vermont Realtors Association and the Lake Champlain Chamber of Commerce.  However, the HBRA has maintained its opposition to rewriting Act 250, especially in such a piece-meal approach.  The Association continues to advocate for an alternative approach to adopting smart growth principles by reviewing the Growth Center program and discussing ways to improve the infrastructure in towns, villages and downtowns.
 

Licensing Electricians - H.132
House General, Housing and Military Affairs continued their work on this bill.  This week they took testimony from the electric utilities and members of Renewable Energy Vermont.  The renewable energy providers, specifically those who work in the residential photovoltaic arena, advocated for an exemption as many people in that industry do not have an electrician's license.  
 
The electric utilities testified in support of the current draft of the bill.  This version would require that a licensed electrician perform work in a single or double family home.  It also includes language in case of an emergency situation.  This language is pulled from the Central Vermont Public Service manual. 
Riparian Buffers - H.323
House Fish and Wildlife has substantially changed this bill from its original draft.  The newest version has removed all language requiring a 50 foot buffer.  The bill would, upon request from a municipality, require the Agency of Natural Resources to provide maps delineating river corridors adjacent to streams and rivers of the state.  The bill would also encourage municipalities to seek financial incentives offered by the State to protect river corridors and forested buffers adjacent to lakes, ponds, reservoirs, rivers and streams, through local land use regulation.
 
The Committee is expected to take testimony next week from the Agency of Natural Resources on the new language.  
Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund - Senate Economic Development Committee Bill 
 

Senate Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs will hold two public hearings next week to give Vermonters a chance to comment on proposed legislation.  The committee is considering the following options for restoring solvency to the fund: 

 

Increase the taxable wage base from $10,000 (current for 2010) to $12,000 (2011), $15,000 (2012), and $18,000 (2013); 

 

Reduce the maximum weekly benefit amount currently at $425, to $400 on July 1, 2010; 

 

Impose a waiting period of one week before an individual may receive benefits; 

 

Reduce the amount of disregarded earnings; and 

 

Increase the difficulty of collecting unemployment when it is due to gross misconduct
 
Information on these public forums is below.  If you are interested in participating please let the HBRA know before registering.
 
Rutland County
Wednesday, February 3, 9:00AM -12:00PM
Board of Alderman Chambers
Rutland City Hall, 2nd Floor
1 Strong Ave., Rutland, VT
 
Chittenden County
Thursday, February 4, 9:00AM - 11:00PM
Contois Auditorium
Burlington City Hall
Church St., Burlington, VT
 

Bills of Interest 

  

H.585 - Introduced by Rep. Deen - An act relating to the transition of wetland regulation.
 
H.647 - Introduced by Reps. Kitzmiller and Obuchowski - An act relating to misclassification of employees to lower premiums for workers' compensation and unemployment compensation.
 
H.652 - Introduced by Rep. Helen Head - An act relating to the use of transfer of development rights for off-site mitigation of primary agricultural soils.
 
H.664 - Introduced by Reps. Toll of Danville, Conquest of Newbury, Crawford of Burke, McAllister of Highgate, Pellett of Chester, Rodgers of Glover, Scheuermann of Stowe, South of St. Johnsbury, Till of Jericho and Wheeler of Derby - An act relating to Act 250 jurisdiction in towns that do and do not have both permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws.
 

Save the Date! 
 
February 5, 2010 - Employer Day at the State House
 
Please join fellow businesses for a day at the State House as we bring attention to the issues facing business owners.
 
More details to come - if you plan on attending please RSVP to Amanda at aibey@vtbuilders.com.  
 
The Home Builders and Remodelers Association of Vermont has partnered with other business organizations to promote this event.
 
Members will have the opportunity to meet with:  Governor Douglas, Speaker of the House Shap Smith, Senate President Peter Shumlin and other legislators.
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