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O'Brien Brothers Agency

	This week in Montpelier.... 
The Senate took a major step toward adjournment as Senate Appropriations completed its work on the budget and Senate Finance finished the miscellaneous tax bill.  Both bills now head to the Senate floor for debate by the entire body.  Next week we can expect conference committees to be named, as there is expected to be differences between the Senate and House versions of the bills. 
Growth Center - S.64
House Natural Resources continued to take testimony on this bill.  The committee appeared to want greater clarity as to the problems within the growth center program that this bill intends to correct.  It is expected that the committee will continue its work next week on this bill.

Paint Stewardship Program - S.224
House Natural Resources voted this bill out of its committee on an 11-0 vote. A few sections were changed from the Senate's version of the bill. 

The program will be funded by a fee assessed on a gallon of paint.  The Senate version of the bill contained a 0.75 cents cap on the fee, however if the program cost more, the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources could approve an increase.  Testimony from proponents of the program stated they anticipated that it would cost well below the 0.75 cents cap.

The House Natural Resources Committee expressed concern that placing a target cap may encourage the Stewardship Organization to institute the highest assessment possible, so they removed the fee cap in their version of the bill.

Proponents of the bill, including the Chittenden Solid Waste District and the American Coatings Association explained that the program must be revenue neutral, and that any fee assessed will only go to fund the program, it is not intended to be a revenue source. The Stewardship Organization, which will manage the program, will be required to issue a yearly report to the Agency of Natural Resources, which will review the assessment along with the program in its entirety. 
 
Other changes include: a provision that ensures consumers will not be charged a disposal fee when they return a can of paint to a collection point; language that ensures that a retailer will only serve as a collection point if they volunteer; and the ability for the public to comment on the proposed plan once it has been submitted to the Agency of Natural Resources.
 
The bill is currently being reviewed by the House Ways and Means committee, and is expected to be on the House floor next week.
Workers Misclassification  - H.647
This bill is currently in the Senate and awaiting consideration by the full body.  The Senate is expected to debate and vote on this bill next week.
For more information regarding the HBRA's policy positions or any of the bills mentioned above, please contact Amanda Ibey at aibey@vtbuilders.com or at (802) 876-6200 ext. 12.
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