Legislatively Priorities of 2006
There are many issues affecting the housing and construction industry that may be considered in the state, regional and local legislative and regulatory arenas during 2005.  In order to represent the interests of our members are Government Affairs Committee identify and prioritize issues of greatest impact on our industry.  Below are this year’s priorities. If you are interested in this year’s legislature please attend the Government Affairs Committee.  It meets on the second Monday of each Month at the HBRA offices in S. Burlington and is open to all members.  The next meeting will be on January 9th at noon.

Growth Centers

- Support a state definition of growth centers to encourage growth to occur in these regional and municipal areas.

Growth Centers did not exists when Act 250 was passed over 30 years ago.  To leave large tracts of open land in a growth center does not promote growth.  Growth center development can reduce further community tax burdens related to supporting new infrastructure. Incentives should be contained in these growths centers which include the following:  

1) Allow development agriculture soils

Currently state statute does not allow for off-site mitigation.  This is something that has been practiced and routinely an applicant pays a fee to develop on agriculture land.  This fee should be zero in a growth center.

2) Dispostive Permits

Permits granted by Vermont Agencies with equivalent criteria under Act 250 should not have to be reviewed again.  Also municipalities who choose to use Act 250 criteria should be given dispostive weight.  
3) Expedited Permits

In growth centers the Agency of Natural Resources should accelerate the issuance of permits.

4) Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

TIFs help pay for infrastructure such as roads, sidewalks, and sewer liners.

Impact Fees

- Municipalities are currently abusing the state law on impact fees

1) Cities and towns with declining student enrollment continue to charge a school impact fee.  It is extremely difficult and expensive to challenge these fees because the burden of proof is NOT on the municipality.

Workers Compensation

- Vermont has one of the higher rates in the nation.

1) Work with legislators and other organizations to lower the current workers compensation rate, which would reduce homebuyer costs. NAHB should fight any legislation that would increase the cost of worker’s compensation insurance.

Notice & Opportunity to Repair (NOR)

- Support tort reform that requires a claimant to notify their builder before filing a claim.  The builder will then have the opportunity to fix the defect prior to being sued.

1) The NOR bill has been introduced into the House Committee on General, Housing and Military Affairs.

Health Care

- All Vermonters should have access to affordable health care.  New taxes or mandates should not be placed on the businesses community.

1) The state should allow Vermonters to purchase health insurance from out of state companies.

Should you have any questions, concerns or comments please feel free to contact.

Tayt R. Brooks

Government Affairs Director

(802) 651-0519 ext. 104

tbrooks@vtbuilders.com
